
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE    Variations of a Theme of Clement Jannequin        Jehan Alain 

* HYMN 376 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  Hyfrydol 

* CALL TO WORSHIP: (Psalm 119:33-40) 

Leader: Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, and I will 
 observe it to the end. 

People: Give me understanding, that I may keep your law and  
 observe it with my whole heart. 

Leader: Lead me in the path of your commandments, for I delight  
 in it. 

People: Turn my heart to your decrees, and not to selfish gain. 

Leader: Turn away the disgrace that I dread, for your ordinances  
 are  good. 

People: See, I have longed for your precepts; in your righteousness  
 give me life.  
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INTROIT Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing   John Carter 
Come, Thou Fount of every blessing, Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, Call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, Sung by flaming tongues above. 
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, Mount of Thy redeeming love. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          

MINUTE FOR COFFEE & CONVERSATION  Mibs Wagner 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty God, we come to you this day aware of our similarity to the 
peoples of the past.  The Israelites journeyed through the wilderness.  
Life for us often seems like a wilderness.  They sometimes wanted to 
return to Egypt.  The temptation to return to the familiarity and 
comfort of the past is strong.  When we are frightened and fearful 
give us courage not to falter.  When our will and determination is 
low give us perseverance to continue.  Help us to be faithful to your 
vision for the world.  We pray this in the name of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579   Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.   



 

 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened             
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

* HYMN 303 Jesus, Lover of My Soul Aberystwyth 

+ Children and Youth leave for Church School Classes.  + 

 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Leviticus 19:1-2,11-18   

ANTHEM Suscepit Israel (from “Magnificat”) J. S. Bach 
  IRIS KARLIN, SANDRA RUGGLES AND EMILY MCSPADDEN, SOLOISTS 

Suscepit Israel puerum suum recordatus misericordiae suae. 
 

He hath taken Israel, his boy, under his protection, and hath remembered  
his mercy.  H. BURLEIGH  

SECOND LESSON Matthew 5:38-48 

SERMON “Heroes”   Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY Teach Me, O Lord Stopford 

Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes; and I shall keep it unto the end. Give me 
understanding, and I shall keep thy law; yea, I shall keep it with my whole heart. 
Make me to go in the path of thy commandment; for therein is my desire. Incline my 
heart unto thy testimonies, and not to our covetousness. O turn away mine eyes lest 
they behold vanity; and quicken me in thy way. O stablish thy word in thy servant, 
that I may fear thee. Amen.   
   PSALM 119:33-39 



  

 

* THE DOXOLOGY                    Old Hundredth 
  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen. 

THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 482 Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty Lobe Den Herre 

* BENEDICTION 

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE   Litanies Alain 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

ABOUT TODAY’S MUSIC 
 

J.S. Bach’s (1685-1750) Magnificat stands as one of the great accompanied choral 
works of the Baroque. Based on the virgin Mary’s song at the Annunciation, Bach 
composed it for performance during Christmas 1723. It contains solos, choruses and the 
trio which is being sung today. Philip W J Stopford (born 1977) is an English sacred 
music choral composer and director of the professional chorus Ecclesium. Jehan Alain 
(1911-1940) was a promising young composer with an original voice in organ 
composition.  His career was cut tragically short when he was killed in action in WWII.  
Litanies, perhaps his best known composition is prefaced with these words: "When, in its 
distress, the Christian soul can find no more words to implore the mercy of God, it 
repeats, times without end, the same fierce-faithed prayer. Reason reaches its limits and 
only belief can chase its flight." 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Leviticus 19:1-2,11-18 (NRSV) 
 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2Speak to all the congregation 
of the people of Israel and say to them: You shall be holy, for I the 
LORD your God am holy. 
 

 11You shall not steal; you shall not deal falsely; and you shall  
not lie to one another. 12And you shall not swear falsely by my name, 
profaning the name of your God: I am the LORD. 13You shall not 
defraud your neighbor; you shall not steal; and you shall not keep for 
yourself the wages of a laborer until morning. 14You shall not revile the 
deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind; you shall fear your God: 
I am the LORD. 15You shall not render an unjust judgment; you shall 
not be partial to the poor or defer to the great: with justice you shall 
judge your neighbor. 16You shall not go around as a slanderer among 
your people, and you shall not profit by the blood of your neighbor: I 
am the LORD. 17You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin;  
you shall reprove your neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself. 18You 
shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people,  
but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD. 
 
Matthew 5:38-48 (NRSV) 
 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth 
for a tooth.’ 39But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone 



  

 

strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also; 40and if anyone 
wants to sue you and take your coat, give your cloak as well; 41and if 
anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the second mile. 42Give to 
everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse anyone who wants to 
borrow from you. 
 43“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44But I say to you, Love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute you, 45so that you may be children  
of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on 
the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. 
46For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do  
not even the tax collectors do the same? 47And if you greet only your 
brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others? Do not  
even the Gentiles do the same? 48Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly 
Father is perfect. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 
 

 


